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Dear Federal Way Public Schools parents,  
families and community,
As superintendent, I know a school district’s 
most important job is to keep our staff and 
scholars safe and engaged so they can learn at 
the highest levels, to be ready for college, career 
and the workforce. In addition, as a member 
of the community, I know that school safety is 
everybody’s business. We count on one another 
and we need one another to be successful.
In a recent mailer to the community, I wrote 
about efforts underway to address safety, 
discipline challenges and concerns related to 
inclusion. As outlined in that letter, we have 
clear next steps to address concerns including:
•	 Increase school resources and training for 

prevention, response and intervention for 
problematic behavior;

•	 Increase our commitment to non-classroom 
time safety and civility; 

•	 Host open forums at every school in the fall 
of 2018 to outline campus safety plans and 
hear from parents/guardians and community 
members;

•	 Strengthen parent and community 
engagement and partnerships; and

•	 Partner with local law enforcement to 
continue to enhance our site specific plans  
for emergency situations.

You can read this letter in full on our website 
found here: https://bit.ly/2LFolr4
I want you to know the district is making 
a significant investment to address safety 
concerns. Building on our past good work, 
listening to people in our schools and 
communities, and learning from best practices 
from across the country, we are taking action 
steps.
Making sure this happens in every school means 
we have to be relentless in focusing on the 
goals outlined in the strategic plan, and we 
must have the full support of parents, families, 
and our larger community. Quite simply, schools 
can’t do it alone. We need each of you to be 
champions for our schools. 
On Saturday, June 16, we celebrated with 1,600 
FWPS scholars from our comprehensive high 
schools and innovative schools as they walked 
across the graduation stage and embarked on 
the next chapter of their lives. 
I want to let you know about the Summer 
Reading Challenge. Did you know that research 
shows that students who read for one hour 
a day make almost two years of growth in 
reading? Prepare your scholar for the coming 
school year by encouraging them to be curious 
about books, practice their reading skills and 
participate in our Summer Reading Challenge by 
reading 30 minutes a day! Share photos of your 
scholar reading to socialmedia@fwps.org or on 
social media with the hashtag #FWPSRead30 to 
showcase their summer learning.
Thank you for your support and commitment to 
providing the best educational services to each 
and every one of our scholars.
In partnership,

Summer  
is a great time for scholars to explore new subjects,  

to pick up missing credits or simply work on maintaining academic skills.  
Federal Way Public Schools offers a variety of summertime  

learning opportunities.

VISIT THE FRED BUS 
Who—or what—is FRED?  
A big green bus with a whole lot of 
fun on board!

We’re bringing books and games, 
including some that kids can take 
home with them. Computers to 
use. And lunch, too.

FRED is a service of Federal Way 
Public Schools in partnership with 
local organizations.

All kids, birth to 18, are welcome 
to visit FRED. Watch for FRED 
at the following locations and 
times below from June 27 through 
July 26, Mondays through 
Thursdays. Check out our website 
for more information:  
www.fwps.org/ 
summerschool.

JOIN OUR  
SUMMER READING 

CHALLENGE
Did you know that research 
shows that students who 
read for one hour a day make 
almost two years of growth in 
reading? Federal Way Public 
Schools is reminding students 
to take the 30 minutes-a-day 
reading challenge and avoid the 
“Summer Slide”—the loss of 
academic progress caused by 
not reading or engaging in new 
learning during the summer. 
Prepare scholars for the coming 
school year by encouraging 
them to be curious about books, 
practice their reading skills 
and participate in our Summer 
Reading Challenge by reading 
30 minutes a day! 

SCHOLARS ENGAGE  
IN STEM CAMPS 

Elementary aged students 
will participate in a Summer 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) Academy. 
This program is four days a 
week and designed for scholars 
in 1st–5th grades to participate 
in activities like Camp Invention, 
Fast Forward (Mod My Mini 
Mansion, Optibot, PetVet, Stick-
to-It), Robotics with Sphero, 
Science of Gardening, and Math 
and Reading Enrichment. 

Kindergarten Camp takes 
place August 13–16, and is 
designed to ensure incoming 
kindergartners feel confident and 
ready for a successful transition 
into elementary school. Middle 
and high school aged scholars 
have multiple summer learning 
opportunities as well. This 
includes transition inspired 
programs for sixth and ninth 
grade scholars making the move 
into middle and high school, 
Career and Technical Education 
program for 7–10th grade 
scholars, and Credit Recovery for 
9–12th grade scholars. 

Share how you’re  
engaging your scholar  

over the summer!  
Email us at  

socialmedia@fwps.org,  
or tag #FWPSRead30

FRED #1 LOCATION

M–Th 10:15–11:45 am Camelot Square

M–Th 12:30–2:00 pm  Club Palisades

FRED #2  

M–Th 10:15–11:45 am Uptown Square

M–Th 12:30–2:00 pm  Westway

FRED #3  

M–Th 10:15–11:45 am Kitt’s Corner

M–Th 12:30–2:00 pm  Park 16

FRED’S SCHEDULE 
JUNE 27–JULY 26

https://bit.ly/2LFolr4
mailto:socialmedia@fwps.org
http://www.fwps.org/
mailto:socialmedia@fwps.org
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ederal Way High School (FWHS) scholars, and 
those across the district, continue to benefit from the 

enhanced learning environments to help them compete for, 
and succeed in, 21st Century jobs. 

Since April 2018, FWHS scholars and staff have enjoyed 
the new building containing two gyms and locker rooms, 
kitchen and cafeteria, utility practice rooms and a new 
large weight room. Scholars are also using the new health 
classroom, as well as the ROTC classroom. The new 
400-seat theater is scheduled to be done by the fall.
Other site work that has been completed includes:

•	 Fast pitch field and turf; 
•	 The multipurpose field is completed except for the 

section of track which will be completed when the new 
tennis courts are installed;

•	 The old gym and cafeteria is completely demolished; and 
•	 Onsite landscaping near the new gym.

There are still a few areas that will be finished over the 
summer months including renovating the bus loop, road 
work along 304th and finishing the upper parking lot.

The full FWHS project is to be completed in October 
2018. Be on the lookout for an invite to the grand opening 
celebration in November 2018.

Approximately 1,000 scholars from kindergarten 
through eighth grade had the opportunity to 
learn up-close about the salmon lifecycle and 

local habitats at West Hylebos Wetlands Park during 
field trips held May 8, 11, 18, and 23, as part of the 
Storming the Sound with Salmon program. This 
program, which is in its sixth year, allows Federal 
Way Public Schools (FWPS) scholars to learn about 
environmental stewardship, sustainability, and storm 
water education.

In partnership with the City of Federal Way and 
multiple other organizations, FWPS provides scholars 
with hands-on science-based learning. Earlier in the 
school year, the Storming the Sound with Salmon 
program brought elementary scholars to Town Square 
Park to learn about water runoff and the impact of 
human needs on the environment.  

The highlight of the West Hylebos field trip was the 
salmon release station, where each scholar released one 
salmon fry into Hylebos creek. Students also went on 
a nature walk, learned how to use a compass and other 
science-related activities. 

This year, 34 out of 38 school sites participated in the 
program with 29 schools represented at the salmon 
release event. Throughout the school year, scholars 
from these school sites have been monitoring salmon 
eggs to learn about the lifecycle of salmon, the impacts 
of surface water pollution, and how to prevent it. 
These release activities are the culmination of this 

program and 
opportunities 
like these 
help scholars 
build personal 
connections 
and learn 
about the local 
environment. 

LOOKING BEYOND McCLEARY
By Sally McLean,  
Chief Finance and Operations Officer

The Washington Supreme Court recently 
declared the state has fully implemented 

its new school-funding plan, “the McCleary 
fix”, which significantly changes the public 
education funding formulas first established 
in 1977. Information below is provided 
to build common knowledge for future 
legislative advocacy on behalf of the 
scholars, staff, parents and community of 
Federal Way Public Schools.

Implementation of the new funding formula 
continues through 2020–21, providing a 
significant increase in 2018–19, followed by a 
reduction in funding in 2019–20. Careful and 
thoughtful financial management is required 
during this transition. In addition to managing 
this fluctuating revenue, there are several key 
elements of the McCleary fix to consider:

•	 Much of new state funding is earmarked for 
specific purposes including Running Start, 
Career & Technical Education, multi-lingual 
services, K–3 class size reduction, and to 
support struggling students. This funding 
must be spent on these programs or 
returned to the state.

•	 Part of the McCleary fix is to reduce the 
over-reliance on local levies to pay market 
competitive wages to staff. The state 
increased funding for salaries at the same 
time it decreased local levy funding. As a 
result, the state has come closer to funding 
salaries comparable to our current actual 
costs for state-funded staff. 

•	 The new McCleary funding still fails to 
cover the basic staffing needs to run a 
school. Almost 300 staff are still not funded 
through basic education, yet are essential 
in the day-to-day operations of running an 
effective school. These positions include 
counselors, nurses, security staff, school 
office staff, principals, custodians, and 
teachers. 

•	 Beginning in 2018–19, salary allocations 
are adjusted by a “regionalization” 
factor developed by the state. Through 
this regionalization factor, 23 of the 25 
school districts and charter schools in 
King County will receive more money for 
salary allocations than Federal Way, which 
translates into an annual shortfall of almost 
$10 million. 

•	 The Washington State Legislature has also 
adopted levy lids, which limit districts like 
Federal Way to $1,500 per student, while 
surrounding districts with higher assessed 
property valuations are able to collect up 
to $2,500 per student. This has created a 
funding gap of $1,000 per student—or $23 
million a year.

The district has a long track record of 
investing in our staff, by providing more 
compensation through local levy dollars. 
Dr. Tammy Campbell, FWPS superintendent, 
and the school board recognized and 
supported the need for teachers, support 
staff, and administrators to be competitively 
compensated with other districts in the 
region and front-funded $16 million to 
support salary increases at the start of the 
2017–18 school year, knowing that the new 
McCleary funding would offset this. 

On behalf of Dr. Tammy Campbell and the 
board of directors, we hope you will join 
us in reaching out to our local legislators to 
continue to advocate for equitable funding 
for the scholars of Federal Way Public Schools 
to ensure each scholar has a voice, a dream 
and a bright future.

F E D E R A L  W A Y  H I G H  S C H O O L 

P R O J E C T  U P D A T E

T he day after school ended for the year, 
over 380 staff members from all 38 sites 
gathered for the third annual Strategic 

Planning Summit. Principals, teachers and other 
support staff met to focus on goals to improve 
student learning in many areas including English 
Language Learners (ELL), math instruction and 
more. At the end of the day, each school team crafted 
plans to help meet their goals for the 2018–19 school 
year. During the school year and beyond, our staff is 
committed to making a difference in the lives of each 
scholar to ensure they have a voice, a dream and a 
bright future.

School’s out, staff 
continue to learn

STRATEGIC PLANNING SUMMIT

FWPS SCHOLARS BUILD CONNECTIONS  
WITH LOCAL ENVIRONMENT THROUGH

Storming the Sound



EDUCATORS RECEIVE  
“BECAUSE OF YOU” AWARD  
AT BOARD MEETINGS

Since the beginning of the 2017–18 
school year, the Scholar Advisory to 
the Superintendent announced the 

recipients of the Because of You Award at 
the Board of Education meetings. Scholars 
nominated staff throughout the district 
for this award in response to the positive 
influence and impact the staff member has 
had on the scholar, their school, or their 
community. The Scholar Advisory to the 
Superintendent reviewed the nominations 
and selected staff members to receive 
the award in recognition of the incredible 
things they do for our scholars every day, 
making a difference in our scholars’ lives!

Below are the educators who recently 
received the Because of You award! To 
learn more about how each of these 
educators is making a difference, check out 
www.fwps.org/becauseofyou.

Carrie Young

Chris Leslie

Kim Silvernale

Eileen GreenleyLisa Flavel

Belin Solis

Janice Cockerham

  

OU

On Saturday, April 28,  
the district hosted its  

third annual Heroes Banquet  
to celebrate community partners 

whose extraordinary efforts 
ensure each Federal Way Public 

Schools scholar reaches his  
or her full potential.  

This banquet aligns with  
FWPS strategic plan pillar 2 
“Schools can’t do it alone,”  
and honors the heroes that  

make a difference for scholars.

Each school, and the district, 
nominated people or organizations 

who have made a difference  
at each site. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HONOREES
•	 Adelaide Elementary School: 

Misty and Omar Lara
•	 Brigadoon Elementary School: 

Valerie Carey
•	 Camelot Elementary School: 

Carmen Brown
•	 Enterprise Elementary School: 

Kerry Holt
•	 Green Gables Elementary 

School: Shauna Higgins
•	 Lake Dolloff Elementary 

School: Federal Way United 
Methodist Church

•	 Lake Grove Elementary 
School: Patrick Claffey, 
Domino’s Pizza

•	 Lakeland Elementary School: 
Kiwanis Club of Greater 
Federal Way

•	 Mark Twain Elementary 
School: Golden State Foods 
Foundation

•	 Meredith Hill Elementary 
School: Philip Ziegler, 
Therapy Dogs International

•	 Mirror Lake Elementary 
School: St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church

•	 Nautilus K–8: Dory Bronger, 
Christ’s Church

•	 Olympic View Elementary 
School: Northwest Church

•	 Panther Lake Elementary 
School: Gina Holcomb

•	 Rainier View Elementary 
School: Julia Manzo 
Rodriguez

•	 Sherwood Forest Elementary 
School: Aurora Leal,  
Taco Bell

•	 Silver Lake Elementary 
School: Patti Oliver

•	 Star Lake Elementary School: 
Misty Jasper

•	 Sunnycrest Elementary 
School: Allison Rodriguez

•	 Twin Lakes Elementary 
School: Anna Barrett

•	 Valhalla Elementary School: 
Rotary Club of Federal Way

•	 Wildwood Elementary 
School: Christian Faith 
School

•	 Woodmont K–8:  
Katy Kachmarik, Mast 
Center

SECONDARY SCHOOL HONOREES
•	 Decatur High School:  

Wendy Musiak, Decatur  
band booster club

•	 Employment Transition 
Program: Caffé D’arte

•	 Federal Way High School: 
Federal Way High School 
PTSA

•	 Federal Way Open Doors:  
Elsa Alvarado

•	 Federal Way Public Academy: 
Larry Huisinga, Microsoft 
Production Studios

•	 Illahee Middle School:  
Illahee PTA Board

•	 Kilo Middle School: Toysmith
•	 Lakota Middle School:  

Shyan Selah
•	 Sacajawea Middle School:  

Steve Sims
•	 Sequoyah Middle School:  

Shelley Pauls, Family Life 
Community Church

•	 TAF@Saghalie: Sigma Phi 
Beta

•	 Thomas Jefferson High 
School: Cross Life 
Community Church

•	 Todd Beamer High School:  
Judge David A. Larson

•	 Totem Middle School: 
Communities in School  
of Federal Way

•	 Truman Campus: Jon Brown

FWPS DISTRICT HONOREES
•	 Citizens For Federal Way 

Schools
•	 Family Life Community 

Church
•	 PURE (Perseverance, Unity, 

Respect, Education)
•	 Rotary Club of Federal Way

Third Annual Heroes Banquet :  SCHOOLS CAN’T DO IT ALONE

DO YOU KNOW HOW 
YOUR SCHOLAR IS DOING 
ACADEMICALLY?
72 percent of parents are signed 
up for ParentVue. Help us reach 
100 percent!

PARENTVUE =
Attendance
Grades
Report Cards
Schedules

To access, visit https://grades.
fwps.org or the FWPS mobile 
app. Need to sign up? Register 
here: www.fwps.org/Page/4917.
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Lake Grove Elementary Fall 2020

Mirror Lake Elementary Fall 2020

Wildwood Elementary Fall 2020

Thomas Jefferson High                                                              F all 2021

Star Lake Elementary                                                                                                             Phased Completion 2022

Totem Middle                                                             Phased Completion 2021

 Olympic View K-8                                                                                                  Fall 2023

Illahee Middle                         Fall 2024

Mark Twain Elementary                                                                        Fall 2024

Memorial Stadium                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          E st. 2025

 Misc. Projects                   

This is a preliminary schedule and is subject to change. Last updated 6/05/18
*SCAP stands for School Construction Assistance Program. Bonds generate SCAP funds from the state.

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

SAFETY ENHANCEMENTS AT ALL SITES; MAJOR MAINTENANCE NEEDS AT SELECT SITES

Planning Design Construction Occupancy

Federal Way Public Schools Preliminary Bond Project Schedule
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NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools complies with 
all applicable state and federal laws and 
regulations regarding nondiscrimination 
and equal employment opportunities. 
Contact information and procedures 
for filing a complaint or to seek further 
information can be found at: www.fwps.
org/nondiscrimination-statement.
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Federal Way Public Schools has accelerated the timeline 
for completing several projects in the 2017 bond. Our 
region is currently experiencing unprecedented escalation 

costs due to a large number of construction projects and the 
corresponding high demand for skilled labor.

Building new buildings sooner will lock in lower costs for labor 
and materials, saving taxpayers millions of dollars and ensuring 
all projects are completed as promised. We will bring modern 
school buildings to scholars sooner, while reducing costs and 
maintaining our tax rate commitment to the community.  
Visit www.fwps.org/bond to stay up to date with the latest 
information.
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2017 BOND   Accelerating timeline to build schools
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